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ABSTRACT
The paper illustrates good policies and practices from Italythfervalorization and
management of small historical centres. This topic haat gedevance in our country
since such centres cover a notable proportion of the country’otgrend are the
custodians of a significant portion of Italy’s cultural and environmém@edtage. From
the end of the 1970s, Italian historical centres have been tlus fafcrestoration
activities, but mainly for the maintenance of single buildjngther than for the centre
as a whole. Recent good practices, however, show an increasimgydn valorization
models based on the integration of sectoral and territorial t@sp¥alorization
strategies are particularly effective when they extend beyositdghe municipality’s

boundaries to encompass “territorial networks”, and when restorattivities are



accompanied by socio-economic development and “value creation” mhpecting the
landscape and the environment. Integration also means syngrgizaterial” actions
(restoration, conservation) with “immaterial” elements @gample, the valorization of
local culture and traditions).

One of the key sectors in this overall process is tourismed-as we are with the
relentless march of globalization, it is vital to safegutire “culture of place” and to
nurture development models based on community participation and tbasetction
of local identities. In this connection, a synergic approachefegarch and training has
been created by adding to the existing Orvieto-based graduat@ngggprogramme
(Master ACT) a new centre devoted to national and internati@search on the
integrated valorization and management of small historicatertheir landscapes and

their hinterlands.

Introduction *

As many as 91.8% of Italian municipalities have no more than 1Hm@a0itants, with
their total surface area accounting for 70.4% of the whole natiemabry. Within their
jurisdictions, which contain 42.18% of the country’s population, one oe inigtorical
settlements are almost always located.

Many of these have been abandoned, especially by the youngygseekib or better
housing. Their progressive degradation would mean the loss of cémdteare vital
from the standpoint of maintaining the country’s landscape, remvient and

geomorphology.

! The raw material for this paper is drawn from acsal reportageprepared by Manuela Ricci for the

no.133 issue of the main town planning journaltalyl, Urbanistica,and containing, in addition to an

introductory overview by the same author, numeratigcles describing national, regional and local
experiences and good practices for the valorizaifamall historic centres in Italy.



The imperative to avert this loss is coupled by the raaizahat physical renewal,
restoration and maintenance of the existing urban fabric must bgraige with
intangible actions in a number of other areas.

In addition, just as it does not seem sufficient to concentrate em physical
rehabilitation, it does not seem sufficient to concentrate onlthe scale of the small
town (“borgo”) nor even the whole municipality alone. The required dgio& is an
inter-municipal one. There are two reasons for this.

Thefirst oneis the positive potential of cooperation among various admin@tsaand
various subjects carrying on their activity in the territory ahdring human resources
and cultural assets. Reasoning in termssydtemsrather thanpoints, could be the
keystone. This is demonstrated by the French experience, witem@unicipality has
become the key dimension of territorial governance and émadlopment.

The second argument militating in favour of an intermunicipal apprsaitie need to
harmonize and integrate measures for the protection of landscapeeagvironment.
Physical rehabilitation, attention to the environment and to¢eforms of agricultural
promotion, actions aimed at creating employment and at promotinggrand service
activities, developing forms of sustainable tourism - alhwite overall objective of
keeping the inhabitants in the territory, or of bringing them Iltlaete — are some of the
building blocks of the road to improvement.

So far, however, small historical centres have been looked uponaraomber of
separate perspectives — be they the built environment, loealogpenent, demographic
issues, the environment, commerce and others. Only recesgipnal legislation has

attempted to harmonize and integrate them into coherentgsodind actions.



In addition to innovative recent regional legislation, specignéibn should also be
paid to new practices derived from programmes funded by the Eurbjpéam Urban |

and IlI, which also contemplate measures for the revitalizatiosmall historical

centres; other programmes such as Life, addressing developsselets in rural
contexts; Interreg, which aim at identifying and sharing actbss Europe good
practices for territorial planning and development.

Thus, the inroads to improvement are numerous. At the sameitiimealso useful to
mention some of the main challenges facing possible approachdgmrsland actions
that may determine success or failure.

Integrating Sectoral and Territorial Dimensions

A crucial point emerges: the possible “cohabitation” or “ire¢ign” between the town
planning regulations of the municipality’s master plan, on one hamnd, activities,
functions and actions on a broader administrative and terrismadé, on the other.

The experiences analyzed show that reasoning according to gigtedmpartments is
not particularly productive, and in fact prevents from achieviveg\alue added that
only integration at sectoral and territorial levels camiere

Integration is now the road that many municipalities and local gowemts are
pursuing, even alongside more “traditional”, consolidated, less ativevinitiatives.

Anchoring Projects to the Territory

This approach, however, also poses the challenge avoid the muathadoption of
recurrent, banal solutions, e.g. the network of paths; the avidegastronomic routes;

the “borgo”-museum; the hosting “borgo”; the “natural commezaltre”, etc.



Re-use and Accessibility to Counter Depopulation Trends

A basic condition for the rehabilitation and improvement oflsmstorical centres is a
reversal of depopulation trends. For this to take place itdessary to provide these
centres with the necessary services.

While on the one hand it might seem relatively simple to combmall historical
centres and urban quality, on the other hand their rather rigid #ibcatad structure
creates no few readjustment and retrofitting problems conceffioingxample, modern
living standards and accessibility.

Conserving the Identity of People and Places

The key concept of improvement processes is identity. A latgeoica small town is
made up of physical objects that have their own history linketthé evolution of the
relations between town and territory and to its economic and $iaformations. But
a centre does not consist solely of physical objects; it corasif its inhabitants, of
their way of interacting with the places, of perceivingnhend identifying with them: it
is necessary to be aware that any physical transformationt@eadgformulation of the
mental maps of the inhabitants. Therefore, each project has toeetiwat this

reformulation is not laborious and does not create imbalancetheAdame time, the
urban identity of a territorial system is in constant evolutioid identities have to
come to terms with the new identities of new inhabitantsyynod whom from outside
Europe, who are the bearers of new ways of living the unbdml@amestic space.

Not just Commerce and Tourism

Promoting commerce and tourism are formulae very often bankeat gmef promotion
and improvement of the (minor) historical centres. The risksidi policies, above all

when understood in a sectoral sense, are evident: cases oklustyj of the upsetting



of activities, in which the local community is relegatedmarginal positions, are not
infrequent. But does a possibility exist of proposing new models\&#l@@nment based
on local resources? And what opportunities are there?

Certainly new technologies, biological products, cultural tourism veimat is termed

knowledge economics can act as a driving force for the re-devetdmhthese centres:
repopulation, new activities for residents, old and new, angrbmotion of quality

tourism that gives heed to the places and to the needs ugdre

1. Good Policies: New Regional Laws and Programmes for the Revitaditon of

Historical Centres

Recently, many regional governments in Italy have endetgdlation and financed
programmes for the conservation and valorisation of small higst@entres.

A first important aspect addressed was the delimitation obrigat centres for the
purpose of channelling public funding. Of the regions that have choskrastriterion,
Sardinia and Campania have created their own definition of ic&tarentre, while
others have limited themselves to adopting the well-testedotag”, introduced by
national legislation in 1968. Other regions, instead, have nhwsavoid a specific
delimitation and to make use of different classification gaténdicators, inventories,
catalogues). These experiences share a vision of the histeitae as a vulnerable
asset; hence the concern found in virtually all of the regiegsslative experience is to
arrest and invert the socio-economic and demographic exodus of populaton f
historical centres. The most frequent goals of regional &gisl and programmes are

the conservation and enhancement of assets and the improvement wiliretion for



tourism purposes. Urban regeneration and support for cultural, ttamdseconomic
development are also prominent on the list.
The commitment to strengthening social cohesion and to rehabditaiistorical
buildings for purposes of “limiting the consumption of territorial reses are peculiar
but significant features of Italy’s two insular regiongilg and Sardinia.
As to the envisaged range of actions, they can be succinctiyatimed by means of a
classification based on a gradient of increasing complexity
a first level includes interventions limited to the physioapiovement of historical
assets.
a second level refers to interventions on open spaces, often mfttideperimeter
of the historical town walls, above all for reorganizing mopiéihd improving the
general conditions of accessibility.
a third level corresponds to the so-called “complex programniestduced by
national legislation to leverage public investment as an #itraaf funding
partnerships with the private sector.
a fourth level includes initiatives particularly attentitee the territorial scale and
designed to facilitate the creation of a coherent strateaicq the part of networks
of municipalities, defined as a necessary pre-requisiteufatifig. Sardinia is a case
in point.
The increasing complexity of the strategic dimension of interventiomssponds to the
progressive demise of the vision of the historical centreseff-alefined asset, in favour
of a vision of its belonging to a broader territorial and cultspalce. This certainly has
to do with the evolution of the concept of safeguarding the lapdsdaut it is also in

connection with the growing awareness of the necessity tastcand foremost on the



conditions of liveability of historical centres, as a crudattor of economic and
cultural survival. Of course, the decisive aspect in theonad governments’ activities
is the strategy through which the objectives are pursued.

In this connection, initiatives may be distinguished between thaiseed at
rehabilitation actions led by municipal-private sector partnessaip those addressed
directly to private actors in support of economic development; howtwerentity of
the two groups is still quite unbalanced in favour of the former. ldbie thus still
prevails of the (physical) measure on the container radtla@rthe intangible one on the
content, favoured by a reliance on traditional approaches. Thieigetion of private
partners, in fact, is solicited only in half of regionally-fundediatives, nor in this
sense was the lever used of assessment criteria ofdpespits, the majority of which
refer generically to the quality of the design. Only in fouraasiis the accent placed
on the integration of public and private resources.

Other important criteria concern the degree of concerted discuand participation,
technological innovations and energy saving, synergy with other rémewatives,

feasibility and the impact on employment.

2. A Good Regional Initiative: the Regione Campania

In Campania, small historical centres have become depopulatedegnadeld. To
reverse this trend, Regional Law no. 26/2002 instituted “Promotion &noges”,
“Integrated Town Planning, Building and Environmental Renewal Pragest) and
“Colour Plans for Historical Buildings”, as well as modastfor cataloguing property

of historical/artistic and environmental interest.



The law attributes great importance to this last aspectnamitipalities themselves are
identified for the first time as the responsible actorsim drea.

The Promotion Programmewhich may be approved by single municipalities or by
consortia of municipalities, consists in a programme documefgtenee maps, a
description of the current state of the historical centré{e)relationship of envisaged
actions to the physical planning instruments in force and the buitdigations to be
followed, together with an economic-financial framework.

The strategic programming instrument for the promotion and cortigend territorial
resources is théntegrated Urban planning, Building and Environmental Renewal
Programme dating back to Regional Law no. 3 of 19 February 1996. This progeam
defines guidelines for projects and measures for promoting the i¢astoartistic,
cultural and environmental heritage, through the safeguarding of huesenpe as the
basic assumption for the conservation of the historical-culideaitity. It also pursues
structural, environmental and conservative renewal and rehtbilitat foresees the
upgrading of housing standards in historical centres through a varietyegfated
measures regarding urban functions and services; and it introduces fmd
procedures for direct implementation and management through public arde priv
measures. The programme also establishes the typology of dudnisterventions, by
means of a detailed regulation.

The existence of an approved Integrated Programme, coupled withilalitgestudy, is
considered a preferential title for access to regional funddmmrity is given to
applications submitted by Municipalities of less than 40,000bitduats.

Components of the Integrated Programme, in addition to the f@gssitidy, are the

Promotion Programme, the Colour Plan, the Manual of Working Technignés



Materials, the Maintenance Schedule Plan and the Catalogue operfies of
historical/artistic and environmental interest.

The working techniques and materials manual aim at the redigcaver reuse of
traditional materials and working technigues in the interventiof tcarried out in the
historical centres. It specifies the techniques and therialatto be used and the various
categories of measures admissible for the purpose of maintdi@ngaterial integrity
of each property and for the conservation and protection of its @iutalues.

The Maintenance Schedule Plas intended to provide municipalities with an effective
tool for the management of their real estate assetsngseitit the succession and
frequency of maintenance operations and the monitoring actions agcess
conservation purposes and for preventing physical degradation.

The Colour Plan for Historical Buildingslefines the aesthetic criteria for the chromatic
restoration of facades based on existing historical records.

The Catalogue of Properties of Historical/Artistic and Environmental lestis carried
out concurrently with the Integrated Programme. It includes

historical centres, sites, monumental complexes or single busldiotable for their
historical, artistic or environmental interest or for being p&# unitary landscape.
Specific software has been prepared by the Campania Regiobyaits Regional
Directorate for Cultural and Landscape Assets, for the conapilatf records and for
their transfer to the Regional Catalogue of Cultural Assetayell as the Catalogue’s
General Information System.

Since the enacting of the law, there have been four annogdetitive bidding rounds

that have enabled municipalities to access funding for the pitepaof the Integrated



Programme and the Colour Plan or for the implementation of r¢habilitation
measures included in the Promotion Programme, as well aatidoguing work.

This activity has led to the acquisition by the Office of @aalogue of the Campania
Region of about 240 cataloguing campaigns for a total of 12,000 {@eguze cards
(territorial and architectural cards), in addition to updated aoergferenced maps. The
cards acquired are at present being validated for inclusitheiRegional Catalogue of
Cultural Assets being prepared by the Regional Directorateutur@l and Landscape
Assets of Campania.

3. Transboundary Networking: Lab-net (Sardinia)

The Sardinia region is the leading partner of a European Union fupdgect
denominated LAB-net - Transboundary Network for Promoting Historicddatr
Centres. The project involves three islands: Sardinia and Elltalyn and Corsica in
France. The overall objective of LAB.net is to enhance tbleitectural/historical assets
of historical centres. The project's outcomes include the ideaidin of thematic
tourism circuits and the creation ofveorkshop networkfor cataloguing traditional
building typologies and supporting locally-based rehabilitation égpac
Additional resultexpected from the project are:
Cataloguing traditional construction techniques and building mateoiaaféguard
local identity, upgrade housing units to acceptable modern standards piode
the capacity of local governments in the correct managemwfeméhabilitation
measures;
Exchanging experiences among various local realities in omleshare good
practices and build on the common features of historical cenfrabe three

partners;



Carrying out rehabilitation projects in the municipalitiesered by the project;
Contributing to the reuse of the built environment in historical centrgh the
consequent reduction of greenfield use for new development;
Promoting job creation through the rediscovery and updating of tradishkitialand
the conversion of the building sector in terms of urban sustétgabi
In Sardinia, aNetwork ofWorkshops for the Rehabilitation of Historical Centhress
been created with the task of studying local situations, provigicigntcal support to
municipalities, and promote local-to-local peer exchange. Tiweorle consists of five
workshops located in Alghero, the Province of Sassari, Laeemnpid Pausania, and

the Province of Nuoro.

Restoration of traditional housing in Tempio PaisaNorthern Sardinia



Each workshop, staffed by specialized technicians, operates fasak point for
territories presenting a high level of homogeneity from aphcsl, environmental and
cultural point of view.

The activity of the workshops can be summarized as follows:ysisabf local
situations; formulation of models, sectoral projects and ope&itiguidelines
compatible with appropriate materials and construction typologieseahditues; and
the preparation of standard operational procedures and contracts.

Rehabilitation measures concern the connective fabric in the wdidext and, in
particular, the restoration of urban infrastructure, asl wsl the rehabilitation of
historical buildings of particular interest to the local comrtyynsuch as places of
worship, civic markets and above all residential buildings cdardewith the culture of
the local habitat to be used as museums or service cemttesifism and citizens.
Communication activities promote exchanges of experiences arfwgvarious
partners; help acquire an effective level of partnership tghend-beneficiaries: make
the public aware of project activities; disseminate thelte®obtained involving the
local communities on the themes of sustainable developmentrirs tef identity,
environment and landscape.

For this purpose a websitenfw.lab-net.elit) has been set up. In addition the survey
data sheets of the urban planning and architectural structurksiagedefined, targeted
on publication on the web portal, and likewise the database (Siithwacts as support
for the portal.

In December 2005 the competition “Kaleidos — your city: a kalemmescof

discoveries”, was also launched, aimed at the pupils of ekanyeschools .



The Kaleidos project is intended, principally, to contribute towaimproving the
affection of the communities for the places, making them awftieeir own territory
and hence making possible their participation in enhancing and dewglop@hildren
are formidable catalysts for the involvement of other age grotlips competition
stimulates them to consider the historical places of their aity to redesign them

through their own means of expression.

Awareness building: Kaleidos project in Nuoro, Siaial

Eighteen classes from as many elementary schools and the clilddowns entered
the competition. The prize for the winning proposals consiste@kimg part in an

initiative having as its educational objective that of enabtihddren from the three
islands to meet and learn from each other’s transboundagfisits.

The validity of the Lab-net experience consists in the captccombine the technical-

scientific support activities conducted by the Workshops, the ingieation of



rehabilitation measures in the historical centres themsednesthe awareness building
of citizens, and above all the new generations, of the conne@tamdn the historical
environments they live in and their own identity.

This makes it possible to envisage a continuation of the prajsotin future years
given that the network of LAB-net Workshops is becoming, at the rdgiewel, a

governance model for the regeneration of historical centres.

4. Applying European Guidelines for the Conservation and Enhanement of
Local Identity in Historical Settlements: the Case of a ®all Municipality in

Basilicata

The Krakow Restoration Charter and the European Landscape Convepteserg the

most important European guidelines for the safeguarding and developimantural

assets. They are currently seen by planners as the mapraiiom for the

transformation of the territory-landscape.

Both documents identify cultural heritage as the resource tsfoe in order to foster

local development, and recommend that they be safeguarded by ofesnt®ns and

measures capable of combining re-use of cultural heritages agisletthe protection of

the values they embody.

Moreover, they urge communities to regard their historical cersean ensemble of

structures, space and human activities immersed in thomgrand in the landscape,

and introduce new principles as the basis for every transfiomma

- ldentity: each community acquires an awareness of its own dulteréage and
identifies with it;

- Memory: each community gives a sense to its own present, basedawareness

of its own past;



- Choice: assumption of responsibility with respect to what is choeemet
remembered and pass on to future generations.
In particular, in view of the current lack of procedures and unstnts for
implementing local development processes aimed at the prombétoitwal property,
the Krakow Restoration Charter recommends the need to integiateak property
conservation policies in town-planning instruments and to activate gaeseof
participation which involve the community in a shared vision oftteral development
and management processes, with a view to achieving ssiaitkevelopment.
The methodology for drawing up the Programme Document and the legkgrat
Conservation Plan of San Chirico Raparo, coming under the @eeRabgramme for
Val d’Agri, Melandro, Sauro, and Camastra, is based on teesenmendations.
San Chirico Raparo is a small municipality situated enittiand territory of the Lucan
Appennines (Province of Potenza). San Chirico presents littteogit pressure and a
weak settlement system, in the centre of a complex syst@arks and protected areas
and in a landscape context in which the features of settled andl maéasare perfectly
integrated.
This historical hill town consists of an ancient nucleus aroundetin@ins of a Norman
castle and of a more recent settlement which developed arounttthealls between
the 17" century and the first half of the i&entury. It is characterized by various
palazzi displaying excellent typological and decorative elements and bgcéatr
buildings arranged along concentric roads connected by steep fifglieps and lanes.
In order to access funds made available by the Val d’Agri Gipaed Programme, the
Municipality created two strategic instruments for local dgwaent: the Municipal

Programme Document, to establish territorial development actiomsigh urban



projects, and the Integrated Conservation Plan (PIC), to d#imeprocedures and
modalities for financing the rehabilitation of the historicafitage.

The preparation of these two instruments was based on “urban workshejgsiedeto
activate forms of participation from the local resident andlesit community and to
identify shared strategic choices on the project's objectivBise Integrated
Conservation Plan identified the town’s most significant enviema and
architectural features. Its objective was to enhance loc#dimgitradition and the
remarkably cohesive physical and chromatic connotation of the, tslsmming from
the use of local stone — brown travertine — bonded with a nairgolden colour.
Supported by technical data and performance standards, the Platutasna guide for
the rehabilitation of the existing fabric through a system adsrdibr the conservation
and upgrading of historical buildings and the definition of prereqgsi$iteaccessing
the financial support provided by the Regional Operational Prageam

The detailed analysis of the construction elements of each builtieg overall
interpretation of the whole territory and a rational catalogyingcess were the
instruments that proved useful fae-knowing (recognizing) the local building
characters and materials to be safeguarded and for working ouhigtaical-
typological congruence of the buildings (assessment of the yjogliand critical
factors).

The procedure used (analysis-evaluation) analyzed in depth theuctinsticharacters
of the buildings and compared them with the context, enabling a noenzatd/ design

apparatus to be set up, subdivided into general rules ancedgiegiscriptions.



Consequently, interventions were defined for each building in @al&ti the quality and
state of conservation and/or the existence of traditional cmtistn features, or in the
presence of situations of degradation and alteration.

To recover the traditional construction logic and to reconstrumbramon technical
idiom, the normative apparatus also includes performance standardterials,

techniques and performance pre-requisites) defined on the lbdkes @ognitive work

carried out in detail on all traditional construction typoésgi

5. A National Observatory for the Commercial Revitalization of Historical

Centres and Urban Areas

As in many other countries, Italy, starting from the eighsésted witnessing the rapid
growth of large-scale commercial structures which modified-yrban landscapes,
affected shopping habits and lifestyles, impacted on developmeetngabf major
cities and weakened the vitality of urban neighbourhoods and snaaltenomous
centres. The pace and scale of this phenomenon varied fromtplatace and from
region to region, but it became significant enough to warranttianmade initiative
aimed at comprehending it and facilitating corrective actions.

At the same time, the role of commercial integration irprowing the level of
liveability and vitality of urban centres, while by now beyond tjoashas not yet been
sufficiently understood. Policies to improve commercial adtisitn urban areas as
carried out in Italy have been heterogeneous in various waysrs td theoretical and
conceptual basis, design solutions, managerial choices, normsgatations.

The challenge was taken up by three nationwide institutions:NEtienal Institute of
Distribution and Services (INDIS) of the National Associatioh Ghambers of

Commerce (Unioncamere), the National Association of ItaliamiMpalities (ANCI).



Together, and in cooperation with the regions’ coordinating body, theyws a
multidisciplinary technical committee and assigned the GumgtieTagliacarne think
tank the task of setting up a permanent national observatory owothenercial
revitalization of historical centres and urban areas.

The basic reason for establishing the Observatory was the neeghnigtisen the points
of comparison and verification at national level, and then to makerktitowughout the
territory the knowledge gained, “organized” in the form of instmisi@f analysis and
intervention. In many quarters there is, in fact, a growdegand to assess and record
diversified experiences, carried out in the specific Italitiation, in a sector populated
by many public and private actors: regional, municipal and proviAdiaiinistrations,
autonomous functional bodies, representative associations and dudidies.

The first survey conducted by the Institute concentrated on hatand urban centres,
semi-central and peripheral areas, high-value containergjdredicommercial centres,
long-established retail outlets, and small municipalities.ndmber of the most
significant commercial revitalization options, in all thesetsrs, were thus organized
by problem area: general, managerial and functional.

The Observatory also provides a Tool Box” designed primarilyofcalladministrators,
in order to help them improve the quality of the interventions nixiired in micro
commerce revitalization and evaluate successes and §ailure

The Observatory’s first results enabled a better understandihg ¢érritorial spin-offs
deriving from the support policies carried out by individual regionakguwents. 185
commercial revitalization measures are under way in ftalidan areas. 52% of them
are in historical centres, 23% in traditional historical shapd markets, 11% in

“natural commercial centres” (urban settlements histoyicalaracterized by the



presence of diffuse activities), 9% in semi-central asgms5% in small municipalities
All of them follow a number of guidelines regarding: strategituation, urban
marketing plans, town revitalization programmes, and projectthé historical centre;
structural problems, such as renewal of public spaces, refuscteion and
rehabilitation, upgrading of infrastructures; animation — promotiommneunication,
customer securitization and actions normally of short-term typerdmation,town
centre managementcontrol room for policies and actions, development agencies and
mixed promotion companies.

A first survey level is the typological sector. The experiteecarried out cover a
diversified range of geographic, orographic and settlement tygslogowns in the
plains, in the hills, by the sea, large, medium and madrgiaatres) and are the
expression of requests made separately by public, private amclagise actors or by
their collaboration right from the planning stage. Consequehtyyariety of the types
of measure adopted deserves attention, in order to comparsy, ‘et monitor the

effects and results.
6. Synergies Between Research and Training: Orvieto , Fo.Cu.S

A New Research Centre Devoted to Integrated Approachéalorization

Fo.Cu.S. (http//w3.uniromal.it/focus - focus@uniromal.it)aisecently established
research centre of Sapienza, Universita di Roma. Its gdalgarsue the valorization,
rehabilitation and management of small historical centres faid landscape through
appropriate policies based on an integrated sectoral and tekrapgeoach, both in

Italy and abroad.



The mission of Fo.Cu.S is to fill a gap created by the widieulation of valorization
processes (regional and landscape planning, environment, infrastrueconomic
development....) through systematic interdisciplinary research.

The new Centre aims at becoming a resource for all those ehigatigs field, both in
Italy and abroad, by identifying, analyzing and disseminating oppiate and
innovative models and practices for the valorization, rehatidit and management of
small historical centres .

Accordingly, Fo.Cu.S adopts a strong interdisciplinary approachstitgegy is to
establish links with other research centres, academicuitstis, government entities,
international organizations, donor agencies, practitioners and g@geator operatives
to achieve the best possible synergies.

An important component of the Centre’s work will be the evaluati@ngbing policies
and strategies as well as integrated programmes and plsmEred to its
interdisciplinary approach. Similarly, one of the Centretsalg will be to inspire

innovative institutional reform.

Orvieto: ramps leading to the hill town



On the operational front, Fo.Cu.S is currently helping the citpufieto organize a
local participatory process which will lead to viable options ffier te-use of a building
complex located in the ancient nucleus and previously occupied by literyniThe

consortium of the Castelli Romani has also engaged the Cuntessist in the
formulation of a new strategic plan for the valorization of ladl historical centres of

this unique territorial system just south of Rome.

Orvieto: the historical walls

A Training Approach (http//w3.uniromal.it/arcorvieto)

Six years ago, an innovative post-graduate programme was de#tid professionals
and administrators in the new skills required to implement anratesdyapproach to the
sustainable revitalization of small historical centreBe orogramme was, and is, a
partnership between the Sapienza Universita di Roma and thezikoredaer il Centro
Studi “Citta di Orvieto”. A vast majority of graduates frothis programme,

denominated Master ACT (Ambiente, Cultura, Territorio) on thdorization,



rehabilitation and management of small historical centresp@v engaged with private
firms or public administrations in the implementation of the graged approaches
championed by the programme.

The master is open to holders of second-tier degrees, and framatialhalities. The
course lasts 11 residential weeks (one week each month in OfugtoMay through
April, August excluded). This formula allows sufficient time fectures and studio
work, without neglecting one’s professional and personal commigmen

The first part of the course, from May to December, consistisematic presentations
on the part of academics, professionals, consultancy firmadmahistrators.

These lectures are combined with studio work. The goal is to prdduthe end of the
course a thesis on a valorization programme for an area chosea Orvieto region,
which can vary from a single municipality to broader termtocontexts. This method
allows utilizing the knowledge and the specific materialsretfdoy the course, to have
a dialogue with administrations and private-sector operators irethen and to take
part in organized field visits in order to build strategic framew for contextualizing
individual programmes.

To make the thesis work more realistic, a role-playing egasnorganized in which
students, divided in groups, are invited to simulate the role oégsimnals called by
administrations or by economic actors to design a programme.

The course’s second part, beginning in January, consists of lectodesorkshops
aimed at detailing the themes approached by students in liesis torogramme and
enabling their further definition. The Master reaches its losian in April with the
finalization of the thesis which, as illustrated above, éppred in the studios during the

rest of the year.



The Orvieto post-graduate programme and the new research dentreed to the same
theme, are likely to build important synergies over the next fears. New
interdisciplinary research carried out by Fo.Cu.S. will stiteeny and enrich the
graduate programme curriculum, while the training and operatiotigiti?@s conducted
by the master programme will provide a precious verificationhef direction and
content of ongoing research work. Expanding internationalization is aousbgoal of
this new partnership, with a view to exploring possibilitiesdarontinuous sharing of
experiences on the theme of integrated approaches to the valariatl management

of our common tangible and intangible heritage.



